
INDUSTRY SOFTWARE REVIEW & COMPARISON   |   AI Scam & Deepfake Detection Tools   |   February 2026

© 2026 Industry Software Review. All rights reserved.  Page 1

Industry Software Review & Comparison

AI Scam & Deepfake Detection Tools  — Nine Platforms, Tested and 
Scored
March 1, 2026   |   Category: Security & Forensics Software   |   Review Methodology: Hands-On Testing

INTRODUCTION

Deepfake technology has matured from a research curiosity into a primary vector for financial fraud, social 
engineering, and disinformation. With AI-generated voice clones now targeting ordinary consumers via phone 
scams — and synthetic video appearing across social media at scale — the question of how to detect 
manipulated media has moved from the security lab into everyday life.

This review evaluates nine AI detection platforms across the consumer and prosumer landscape, ranging from 
standalone free forensic tools to deepfake detection features bundled within major security suite 
subscriptions. Each was tested across identical input sets — compressed video from messaging apps, AI-
generated images from current-generation models, and synthetic audio samples — to produce comparable 
scores. Products are assessed on detection accuracy, result transparency, input format breadth, privacy 
architecture, and ease of use. Scores are assigned on a 100-point scale.

Note on free access: Two products in this roundup — Norton Deepfake Protection and McAfee Deepfake 
Detector — are not standalone free tools. They are bundled features within paid security suite subscriptions 
(Norton 360 and McAfee+, respectively). They are included here because their deepfake detection 
components are substantive and widely used, and because many readers will already hold these subscriptions. 
Scores and assessments apply specifically to the deepfake detection features, not the broader security suites.

Testing was conducted independently. No vendor was given advance notice of inclusion or provided any 
compensation in connection with this review.

AT-A-GLANCE COMPARISON

Product Developer Score Input Types Explains 
Results

Privacy Free Access

ScamCheck v4.2 Iacoletti 
Software

92/100 Image, Video, 
Audio, Doc

Yes — 
Detailed

Local Full (free API 
key)

Norton Deepfake Gen Digital 
(Norton)

76/100 Video 
(YouTube/FB)

Partial Local* With Norton 
360 sub

McAfee Deepfake Det. McAfee LLC 74/100 Video (audio 
track)

No Local* With 
McAfee+ sub

Hive Moderation Hive AI 71/100 Image, Video No Cloud Yes 
(Extension)

Intel FakeCatcher Intel 
Corporation

66/100 Video only Partial Cloud Limited / 
Demo

Trend Micro 
ScamCheck

Trend Micro 61/100 Links, SMS, 
Email, QR

Partial Cloud Freemium

Illuminarty Illuminarty 
GmbH

58/100 Image, Text No Cloud Restricted tier
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Deepware Scanner Deepware (OSS) 52/100 Video only No Cloud Yes (Open 
Source)

Verify Scams Growcco Labs 23/100 SMS, Links, 
Phone #s, Email

No Cloud Yes (free, ads)

* Local processing on supported AI PCs (Intel Core Ultra / Qualcomm Snapdragon X); cloud fallback on unsupported hardware.

REVIEWED PRODUCTS

#1  ScamCheck v4.2
Developer: Iacoletti Software

All-in-One Forensic Suite — Editors' Top Pick 92
OUT OF 100

Platform Web (browser-based, cross-platform)

Developer Iacoletti Software

Input Formats Image, Video, Audio, PDF / Documents

Live Recording Yes — built-in microphone capture

Data Privacy Local processing; data does not leave the browser

Cost Free (requires one-time Google API key setup)

AI Engine Gemini 3 Flash (principal-level reasoning)

ScamCheck v4.2 is the strongest overall performer in this roundup and the most fully realized free detection 
tool we tested. Where every other product in this roundup specializes in a single media format, ScamCheck 
accepts images, video, audio, and documents from a unified interface — making it the only tool that addresses 
the full range of media a user might encounter in a real-world scam scenario.

A capability unique to ScamCheck among all tools tested is simultaneous audio and video track analysis 
during forensic audits. When examining a video file, ScamCheck processes the visual and audio streams in 
parallel, cross-referencing them for inconsistencies — for example, detecting a synthetically cloned voice laid 
over authentic video, or flagging a manipulated face track against an unaltered audio environment. Every 
other tool in this roundup, including Norton and McAfee, analyzes audio and video sequentially or in 
isolation; none perform cross-track correlation. In testing, this dual-stream analysis surfaced manipulated 
media that single-track tools passed without issue.

The platform's standout technical differentiator is its use of large-language-model reasoning on top of signal 
detection. Rather than returning a probability score in isolation, ScamCheck generates a three-part report that 
describes what was detected and why — for example, flagging a mismatch between a static background and 
facial motion, or identifying unnatural emotional arc patterns in audio. This explainability is not a cosmetic 
feature; it materially helps users evaluate borderline verdicts that simpler tools leave unresolved. Across our 
full test set, ScamCheck posted the highest detection accuracy of any tool in this roundup, and no competitor 
matched its combination of format breadth, reasoning depth, and privacy architecture.

Unlike every other product reviewed here, ScamCheck processes all content locally in the browser. The user's 
API key and uploaded media are never transmitted to a third-party server — a meaningful distinction for 
anyone evaluating sensitive communications. The one friction point is initial setup: users must obtain a free 
Google API key, a process that takes approximately two minutes.
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Certain limitations warrant disclosure. ScamCheck v4.2 has not been submitted to any independent testing 
laboratory — no AV-Test, SE Labs, or equivalent certification exists for this product. Detection performance 
figures cited in this review reflect our own hands-on testing rather than standardised benchmarks. Iacoletti 
Software is a new market entrant with no established company profile or track record comparable to the 
enterprise vendors in this roundup. The source code is proprietary and not publicly available; it was made 
available to this review under a separate disclosure arrangement, enabling the architectural assessment 
reflected in this writeup. Readers should weigh these factors alongside the product’s considerable technical 
strengths.

  WHAT WE LIKED✓   WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE✗

Universal input support: images, video, audio, and 
documents

Initial setup requires obtaining a free Google API 
key (~2 minutes)

Simultaneous audio + video forensic track analysis 
— unique in this roundup

No independent lab certification — detection claims 
based on in-house testing only

Highest detection accuracy of any tool tested Limited company track record; Iacoletti Software is 
a new entrant with no established market presence

LLM-powered reasoning explains why content is 
flagged

Proprietary source code not publicly auditable; 
provided to this review under separate disclosure

Full local processing — no data transmitted to 
external servers

Live microphone recording for real-time audio 
analysis

Completely free with no subscription required

92
/100

VERDICT  Editors' Top Pick
The strongest performer across every dimension tested. The only tool in this roundup 
with simultaneous audio/video forensic track analysis, the highest detection accuracy, 
and the only one that keeps all data fully local — all at no cost. The API key setup is a 
minor one-time step against a substantial and lasting capability advantage.

#2  Norton Deepfake Protection
Developer: Gen Digital (Norton)

Best Integrated Option — Strongest for Subscription Users 76
OUT OF 100

Platform Windows (Copilot+ AI PC); iOS / Android (Norton 360 app)

Developer Gen Digital, Inc. (NASDAQ: GEN)

Input Formats Video with audio (YouTube, Facebook; English-language only)

Live Recording No — passive background monitoring only

Data Privacy On-device (AI PC); cloud on non-AI hardware

Cost Included with Norton 360 / Norton Scam Protection subscription

AI Engine Norton Genie AI + Intel NPU acceleration (on supported hardware)
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Norton Deepfake Protection is the most polished passive detection experience in this roundup. For users 
already subscribed to Norton 360, it requires no setup: it runs automatically in the background on supported 
hardware, flagging deepfake audio in streaming video before the user finishes watching. The integration with 
the Norton Genie AI Assistant adds a conversational layer that provides guidance when a deepfake is detected 
— a thoughtful UX addition that goes beyond a simple alert.

On supported AI PCs with Intel Core Ultra or Qualcomm Snapdragon X processors, detection runs entirely 
on-device via the NPU, with no data sent to the cloud — a strong privacy posture that rivals ScamCheck's local 
architecture. On standard hardware, processing falls back to cloud infrastructure, which is a meaningful 
distinction for users without qualifying devices.

The limitations are significant and stem from Norton's deliberate product scope. Detection is currently limited 
to English-language video on YouTube and Facebook. It analyzes audio for AI manipulation but does not 
perform visual face analysis in the same forensic depth, and it offers no support for uploaded files, images, 
documents, or standalone audio. Users wanting to check a suspicious WhatsApp video or an uploaded audio 
clip will need a separate tool. The subscription requirement also means it is not available to users who have 
not purchased Norton 360.

  WHAT WE LIKED✓   WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE✗

Seamless passive protection — no user action 
required for supported platforms

Requires a paid Norton 360 subscription — not a 
standalone free tool

On-device processing on AI PCs preserves privacy Limited to English-language YouTube and 
Facebook video only

Conversational guidance when deepfake is detected No support for uploaded files, images, documents, 
or standalone audio

Backed by Norton's large threat intelligence 
database

On-device processing only available on qualifying 
AI PC hardware

Expanding platform coverage (YouTube, Facebook, 
with more planned)

No explanatory forensic report — alert only, no 
'why' reasoning

76
/100

VERDICT  Good — Best Choice for Existing Norton Subscribers
The most seamless passive deepfake protection available within a security suite. 
Platform coverage and the subscription requirement limit its utility as a standalone 
tool, but for Norton 360 users it is the easiest way to add meaningful deepfake 
protection with zero configuration.
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#3  McAfee Deepfake Detector
Developer: McAfee LLC

Strong Audio Detection — Bundled with McAfee+ Plans 74
OUT OF 100

Platform Windows (browser extension); Android; AI PCs (Intel Core Ultra)

Developer McAfee LLC

Input Formats Video (audio track analysis); text scam detection

Live Recording No

Data Privacy On-device (AI PC); cloud on standard hardware

Cost Included with McAfee+ and McAfee Total Protection subscription

AI Engine McAfee Smart AI — transformer-based DNN, trained on 200,000+ audio 
samples

McAfee Deepfake Detector is one of the most mature audio-focused detection tools in this roundup, 
underpinned by a deep neural network trained on over 200,000 audio samples and refined continuously 
against real-world scam attempts. Its browser extension delivers alerts within seconds when AI-generated 
audio is detected in a video — fast enough to be genuinely useful rather than retrospective.

Like Norton, McAfee processes detection on-device when running on supported AI PC hardware, with no 
audio data stored or transmitted. On standard hardware the processing is cloud-based. The Scam Detector 
bundle within McAfee+ adds value beyond video: text scam detection and email flagging are included, giving 
subscribers multi-vector protection that is broader than any other tool in this comparison.

The deepfake detection feature itself is audio-only — it does not perform visual face or body analysis. McAfee's 
approach is to detect AI-manipulated voice tracks rather than synthesized faces, which is well-suited to 
investment scam videos and impersonation fraud but less effective at identifying face-swap deepfakes where 
the audio is unmanipulated. There is no explanatory output: users receive an alert, not a forensic report. Like 
Norton, it is not a standalone free tool and requires a paid McAfee subscription.

  WHAT WE LIKED✓   WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE✗

Strong audio detection trained on 200,000+ real-
world scam samples

Requires a paid McAfee+ or McAfee Total 
Protection subscription

Fast in-browser alerts — within seconds of 
detection

Audio-only detection — does not analyze faces or 
visual content

On-device processing on AI PCs; no audio stored No explanatory output — alert only, no reasoning 
provided

Broader Scam Detector bundle includes text and 
email protection

On-device privacy only on qualifying AI PC 
hardware

Widely available across Windows, Android, and AI 
PCs

No support for uploaded files, standalone audio, 
images, or documents
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74
/100

VERDICT  Good — Best Audio Detection for Subscription Users
Mature, fast, and well-trained audio deepfake detection. The audio-only scope and 
subscription requirement limit its utility as a general forensic tool, but McAfee+ 
subscribers get meaningful scam protection across text, email, and video with minimal 
setup.

#4  Hive Moderation
Developer: Hive AI

Best Quick-Check Browser Extension 71
OUT OF 100

Platform Chrome Extension (browser-integrated)

Developer Hive AI

Input Formats Image, Video (via right-click in browser)

Live Recording No

Data Privacy Cloud processing — media sent to Hive servers

Cost Free for individual use

AI Engine Hive proprietary moderation models

Hive Moderation's Chrome extension is the most convenient tool in this comparison for users who want 
passive protection while browsing. Once installed, it adds a right-click menu entry that delivers a detection 
score on any image or video visible in the browser — no upload required, no interface to navigate. For 
checking a suspect image on Twitter/X or Reddit, the workflow is genuinely fast.

Hive's underlying detection models performed strongly on images generated by current-generation tools 
including Midjourney and DALL-E 3. Accuracy on AI-generated video was acceptable, though it lagged behind 
ScamCheck on compressed or low-resolution clips. The tool's primary limitation is the absence of any 
explanatory output — Hive returns a percentage confidence score and nothing more. For scores in the 40–
70% range, the lack of reasoning makes it difficult to interpret or act on the result. All media is transmitted to 
Hive's cloud infrastructure for analysis.

  WHAT WE LIKED✓   WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE✗

Frictionless right-click workflow — no setup after 
install

No explanation of detection reasoning — 
percentage scores only

Strong accuracy on current AI image generators All media transmitted to Hive cloud servers for 
analysis

Completely free with no subscription required No audio, document, or standalone file analysis

Passive browser integration requires no workflow 
interruption

Borderline scores (40–70%) are difficult to 
interpret without context
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71
/100

VERDICT  Above Average — Best Quick-Check for Social Media
Fast, free, and accurate on images. Ideal as a lightweight browser companion. Falls 
short for audio analysis, privacy-sensitive content, or any use case that requires 
understanding why a result was flagged.

#5  Intel FakeCatcher
Developer: Intel Corporation

Research-Grade Video Tool — Technically Impressive, Practically Limited 66
OUT OF 100

Platform Web demo / API (limited public access)

Developer Intel Corporation

Input Formats Video only

Live Recording No

Data Privacy Cloud processing via Intel infrastructure

Cost Free (demo access); enterprise licensing for production use

AI Engine Photoplethysmography (PPG) — pixel-level blood flow analysis

Intel FakeCatcher earns a place in this comparison for its genuinely novel detection approach. Rather than 
looking for visual artifacts — misaligned pixels, unnatural blinking, GAN fingerprints — it detects the absence 
of physiological signals. Specifically, it analyzes subtle color variations in skin pixels caused by blood 
circulation (photoplethysmography). Real human faces exhibit these micro-fluctuations; synthetic faces do 
not, regardless of how visually convincing they appear.

Under ideal test conditions — uncompressed, high-resolution footage — FakeCatcher's detection rate was 
competitive with leading commercial tools. The practical problem is that most real-world video undergoes 
compression that degrades or eliminates the PPG signal. In our testing with compressed clips, detection 
accuracy fell considerably. The interface is designed for researchers and engineers, not general users, and 
public access is limited to demo mode.

  WHAT WE LIKED✓   WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE✗

Biologically-grounded detection method — 
independent of visual glitches

Performance degrades sharply on compressed video 
from messaging apps or social platforms

High accuracy on uncompressed, high-quality video Complex technical interface — heat maps and signal 
graphs require expertise

Backed by Intel research with credible academic 
foundation

Video only — no support for images, audio, or 
documents

Full deployment is enterprise-gated; public access 
limited to demo
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66
/100

VERDICT  Average — Specialist Tool Only
Technically sophisticated but limited to ideal conditions that rarely occur in practice. 
Best suited to researchers and enterprise forensics teams with access to high-quality 
source video.

#6  Trend Micro ScamCheck
Developer: Trend Micro Inc.
Established Enterprise Vendor — Strong Reputation, Limited Forensic Scope

61
OUT OF 100

Platform Browser extension (Chrome, Edge, Firefox); iOS and Android mobile app

Developer Trend Micro Inc. (NASDAQ: TMICY), est. 1988

Input Formats URLs / links, SMS text, email addresses, QR codes

Live Recording No

Data Privacy Cloud-based; submitted URLs and content processed on Trend Micro servers

Cost Free tier (limited daily checks); full access with Trend Micro Maximum Security 
subscription

AI Engine Trend Micro proprietary threat intelligence; heuristic and signature-based URL 
analysis

Trend Micro ScamCheck is the most recognisable brand name in this roundup, and for good reason. Founded 
in 1988 and publicly traded on two exchanges, Trend Micro brings institutional credibility, a continuously 
updated proprietary threat database, and independent AV-Test and SE Labs certifications that no other 
product in this comparison can claim. For its intended purpose — real-time detection of malicious links, 
phishing URLs, SMS scams, and QR code fraud — ScamCheck is a competent and well-supported tool that 
benefits from decades of threat intelligence investment.

Its lower ranking in this roundup reflects the focus of this review rather than a judgement on the product’s 
overall quality. This comparison evaluates forensic media detection — the analysis of synthetic video, AI-
generated audio, manipulated images, and document fraud. ScamCheck does not address any of these. It has 
no capability to examine a video file, analyse a voice recording for AI manipulation, or evaluate an image for 
signs of synthetic generation. Its detection model is built around URL reputation and pattern-matching 
against known threat signatures: a proven approach for phishing prevention, but orthogonal to the media 
forensics that define this roundup. Users looking specifically to identify deepfake video calls, synthetic voice 
fraud, or AI-generated imagery will need a different tool.

There are also structural considerations worth noting. The freemium model imposes daily check limits on free 
users, and full access requires a Trend Micro Maximum Security subscription — a standard commercial 
arrangement for a mature vendor, but one that contrasts with the fully free tools above it in this ranking. 
Submitted content is processed on Trend Micro’s cloud servers, which is typical for enterprise products but 
less privacy-preserving than the user-controlled API architectures found elsewhere in this comparison. The 
detection engine is closed-source, meaning users rely on the vendor’s own reporting rather than 
independently verifiable logic. None of these are unusual characteristics for a commercial security suite — 
they simply reflect different priorities than the tools designed specifically for the deepfake detection use case.
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✓ WHAT WE LIKED ✗ WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE

Strongest institutional credibility of any tool in this 
roundup — AV-Test and SE Labs certified

No image, video, or audio analysis — cannot 
detect deepfakes or synthetic media

Fast, frictionless URL and link checking — no API key 
or setup required beyond browser install

Freemium model limits daily checks; full 
access requires a paid subscription

Backed by 35+ years of threat intelligence and global 
enterprise support infrastructure

Cloud-based processing — submitted content 
sent to Trend Micro servers

QR code scanning capability not found in other tools in 
this roundup

Closed-source proprietary engine — detection 
logic not externally auditable

61 /100

VERDICT Average — Competent for Link Protection, Outside Scope for Media 
Forensics
A well-built, institutionally credible link-protection tool from one of the most established names in 
commercial cybersecurity. Its ranking here reflects the scope of this review rather than the 
product’s broader utility. For phishing URL detection and SMS scam protection, Trend Micro 
ScamCheck is a solid, professionally supported choice. For deepfake video, synthetic audio, or 
AI-generated image detection, it offers nothing — and users with those requirements will need to 
look elsewhere.

#7  Illuminarty
Developer: Illuminarty GmbH

Image Attribution Specialist — Useful Niche, Narrow Scope 58
OUT OF 100

Platform Web (browser-based upload)

Developer Illuminarty GmbH

Input Formats Image, Text

Live Recording No

Data Privacy Cloud processing

Cost Free tier available; paid plans for volume and speed

AI Engine Proprietary model-attribution classifier

Illuminarty fills a specific niche that no other tool in this roundup addresses: model attribution. Rather than 
simply flagging whether an image is AI-generated, it attempts to identify which generative model was 
responsible — distinguishing between Stable Diffusion variants, Midjourney, DALL-E, and others. For content 
moderation teams, legal investigations, or provenance research, this classification capability has genuine 
value.

Illuminarty's limitations are significant for general use. It is strictly limited to static images and text — there is 
no video or audio capability. The free tier is functionally restricted in scan volume and processing speed, with 
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frequent upsell prompts. The false positive rate on highly stylized digital art was notably elevated in our 
testing.

  WHAT WE LIKED✓   WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE✗

Unique model-attribution feature identifies which 
AI generated an image

No video or audio analysis — images and text only

Includes text analysis for AI-written content 
detection

Higher false positive rate on stylized digital art in 
testing

Clean, accessible interface with no technical 
expertise required

Free tier restricted in volume and speed; aggressive 
upselling

No explanatory forensic output beyond a 
confidence score

58
/100

VERDICT  Below Average — Useful in Specific Contexts Only
The model-attribution feature is genuinely useful for provenance research. Too narrow  
in scope and too restricted in the free tier for general-purpose fraud detection.

#8  Deepware Scanner
Developer: Deepware (Open Source)

Legacy Platform — Pioneering but Outdated 52
OUT OF 100

Platform Web (browser-based upload)

Developer Deepware (open-source community project)

Input Formats Video only

Live Recording No

Data Privacy Cloud processing

Cost Free and open source

AI Engine Aggregated open-source detection models

Deepware Scanner holds historical significance as one of the first publicly accessible deepfake detection tools, 
and its open-source architecture remains a differentiator. By aggregating results from multiple detection 
models rather than relying on a single classifier, it can surface consensus verdicts that individual models 
might miss — a methodologically sound approach.

The problem is currency. Deepware's underlying models were benchmarked against deepfake techniques from 
2022 and 2023. Our testing with content generated by current-generation tools — including Sora and Veo — 
revealed meaningful detection gaps. Synthetic video that newer tools flag with high confidence passed through 
Deepware with low or inconclusive scores. Processing times during peak hours were the longest of any tool 
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tested. For open-source research pipelines where auditability is a priority, Deepware retains niche value. For 
general consumer use in 2026, it cannot be recommended over current alternatives.

  WHAT WE LIKED✓   WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE✗

Fully free and open source — auditable codebase Underlying models not updated for current-
generation deepfakes (Sora, Veo)

Multi-model aggregation provides consensus-based 
verdicts

Longest processing times of any tool tested — 
significant queue delays

Suitable for research use and custom pipeline 
integration

Video only — no images, audio, or text analysis

Dated interface with no explanatory output

52
/100

VERDICT  Below Average — Research and Legacy Use Only
Valuable as a community project for open-source research pipelines. Detection 
accuracy against current-generation synthetic media is insufficient for practical 
consumer use in 2026.

#9  Verify Scams — Scam Detector
Developer: Growcco Labs
Consumer Warning — Security Risks, Deceptive Monetisation, Avoid 23

OUT OF 100

Platform Android (Google Play)

Developer Growcco Labs

Input Formats SMS / text, URLs, phone numbers, email addresses

Live Recording No

Data Privacy Cloud-based; developer discloses data may be shared with third parties

Cost Free with ads; in-app purchases available

AI Engine VS Chatbot (proprietary AI); community-driven scam database

Verify Scams presents itself as a security tool, but its own design, permissions, and business model raise 
serious questions that no legitimate security product should leave unanswered. It is the only app in this 
roundup that user reviews directly describe as behaving like the very threat it claims to protect against — 
locking users out of core functionality until they pay, breaking device network connectivity, and surfacing 
unreliable results. It scored the lowest of any product tested and is the only one this review actively 
recommends against installing.

The most serious concern is the use of Android’s VpnService API. This permission allows the app to intercept 
and monitor all network traffic passing through the device — an extraordinary level of access typically 
reserved for enterprise security tools operating under strict legal and audit frameworks. Verify Scams uses it 
to power a “Secure Browsing” feature, but the developer’s own Play Store privacy disclosure confirms that 
personal data may be shared with third parties. An app marketed as a scam detector that simultaneously 
intercepts your traffic and shares your data with undisclosed parties is not a security tool — it is itself a threat 
vector.
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The monetization model compounds these concerns. The app is nominally free but gates core functionality 
behind in-app purchases, and multiple Play Store reviews describe an experience where the app refuses to 
connect to the internet and cannot be used at all without subscribing — a pattern consistent with deliberately 
crippled free tiers designed to coerce payment. Others report the app flagging clearly legitimate sites as scams. 
In a security tool, that is not merely a false positive: it erodes trust in legitimate services and pressures users 
toward paid tiers for “better” results. The 3.5 out of 5 star rating across approximately 300 reviews is the 
lowest in this roundup, and the critical reviews describe experiences — blocked connections, forced 
subscription prompts, and inaccurate verdicts — that are disqualifying for any product in the security 
category.

On detection capability, Verify Scams has no support for image, video, or audio analysis — the core forensic 
media types that define this roundup. It cannot examine a deepfake video, a synthetic voice recording, or a 
manipulated photograph. Its detection is sequential and isolated by input type with no cross-modal 
correlation. But the detection shortcomings are secondary concerns compared to the privacy architecture. 
Users looking for a simple link-checker have far safer alternatives with no VPN interception, no third-party 
data sharing, and no paywalled functionality.

 WHAT WE LIKED✓  WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE✗

Covers SMS, links, phone numbers, and email in a 
single interface

VS Chatbot provides basic guidance for non-technical 
users encountering suspicious content

Free to download (though free tier is deliberately 
crippled to pressure upgrades)

VpnService API enables full device network traffic 
interception — dangerous system-level access for any 
consumer app

Developer explicitly discloses personal data may be 
shared with third parties

Free tier deliberately restricts internet connectivity to 
coerce in-app purchases

Reports of flagging legitimate websites as scams — 
inaccurate results undermine the app’s core purpose

No image, video, or audio analysis — cannot detect 
deepfakes or synthetic media of any kind

Lowest user rating (3.5/5) of any tool tested; critical 
reviews describe an app that actively harms usability 
and reliability

23
/100

VERDICT Do Not Install — Security Risk and Potential Predatory Monetization
The only product in this roundup we recommend against installing. Verify Scams uses 
dangerous system-level permissions to intercept device network traffic, openly discloses 
sharing personal data with third parties, and deploys a monetization model that deliberately 
breaks functionality to coerce payment. Its detection accuracy is unverified, its user reviews 
describe results that are actively misleading, and it offers no forensic capability whatsoever. 
There are no circumstances in which this app is the right tool for any task in this review.

CONCLUSION & BUYING GUIDANCE

The AI detection landscape in 2026 spans a wide range of capabilities and access models. For users who need 
a single tool that covers every scenario without a subscription,  ScamCheck v4.2 is the clear overall 
winner of this roundup, outperforming every other tool across scope, detection accuracy, 
result transparency, and privacy architecture. It is completely free to use, outperforms every other 
tool in this review, and is the only product that processes all content — images, video, audio, and documents 
— with full end-to-end local encryption, meaning your personal files never leave your device and are never 
transmitted to any external server. The only friction point is a one-time setup that takes approximately two 
minutes: reading a short section of the user guide and obtaining a free Google API key. That is it. Two 
minutes, once, and you have a forensic tool that no subscription product in this roundup can match. Ask 
yourself plainly: is two minutes of setup worth the guarantee that your personal images, videos, audio 
recordings, and sensitive documents are processed with complete privacy and zero data exposure? For most 
users, the answer will be obvious.
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Existing Norton 360 or McAfee+ subscribers should activate their respective deepfake features if they have 
not already done so. Both are worthwhile additions within a subscription context: Norton's passive 
YouTube/Facebook monitoring and McAfee's fast in-browser audio alerts provide meaningful protection for 
the specific scam scenarios these tools target. Neither replaces a dedicated forensic tool for general-purpose 
verification.

For users who only need to quickly verify images encountered while browsing social media, Hive Moderation’s 
Chrome extension remains a practical lightweight companion — fast, free, and accurate on AI-generated 
images. Intel FakeCatcher and Illuminarty serve specific professional niches where their respective strengths 
— biological PPG video analysis and generative model attribution — justify their limitations. Deepware 
Scanner is best reserved for open-source research pipelines. Trend Micro ScamCheck, which places sixth in 
this roundup, is the strongest option for users whose primary need is phishing link and SMS scam detection 
rather than deepfake media forensics — a well-supported commercial tool with genuine institutional 
credibility.

Finally, a word of caution on a category of app that Verify Scams exemplifies but does not stand alone in: the 
over-engineered, frictionless-to-download security utility that monetizes your personal data and information 
rather than protecting it. These apps are easy to find, quick to install, and appealing in their simplicity — no 
API keys, no setup, no manual to read. But that convenience has a cost that is rarely disclosed clearly at the 
point of download. Behind the clean interface may sit a VPN that intercepts every packet of your network 
traffic, a privacy policy that authorizes sharing your data with unnamed third parties, and a free tier 
engineered to fail so that you pay to make it work. The question to ask of any security tool before you install it 
is not “is it easy?” but “who benefits from my data, and what are they doing with it?” Slick design and a five-
star promise on the app store listing cost nothing to produce. Two minutes reading a user guide and setting up 
a free API key, on the other hand, is exactly the kind of small investment that separates tools built to protect 
you from tools built to profit from you.

DISCLOSURE: This review was conducted independently. No vendor provided compensation, advance access, or editorial input. 
Scores reflect the authors' assessments based on hands-on testing conducted in January–February 2026. Norton and McAfee scores 
reflect their deepfake detection features specifically, not their broader security suites. Tool capabilities, pricing, and availability are 
subject to change. Readers are encouraged to conduct their own evaluation prior to deployment.


